Singapaore: MICA {
Malaysia PPS 1604)

4 Series Audio Management Systems




P

INSTALLATION

Aj
L

With architects and Jsound installers often at odds over interior design, Hong Kong's
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Toroko Restaurant adopted an ‘invisible’ approach to its sound system. Tim Goodyer report:

NEW TO THE EXCLUSIVE

Langham Place Hotel in Hong
Kong’s resurgent Mongkok district
is the Toroko Restaurant. The lively
venue offers robatayaki grill, sushi
and other authentic Japanese
cuisine in a very modern and stylish
setting. Committed to the highest
standards, the Toroko management
recognise that each and every part

On the Road with:

Linkin Park World Tour

Nelly Furtado "Get Loose” Tour

USA & Canada

Keith Urban "Love, Pain & the
Whole Crazy” Tour, Australia

Peter Gabriel "Warm Up
Summer 2007" Tour, Germany
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with Linkin Park, My Chemical
Romance, Placebo...

V-Fest Toronto 2006

with The Flaming Lips, MUSE,
The Strokes...

V-Fest Vancouver 2007

with The Killers, Hot Hot Heat,
Meiric..,

Singopore NDP Parade 2007

Les Vieilles Charrues Festlval
2006 & 2007

with Peter Gabriel, Arcade Fire,

Brian Fesry... France

Gurtenfestival 2006 & 2007
with Avrit Lavigne, Scissor
Sisters... Switzerland

Austin City Limils 2007
Austin Venture & ATAT Biue
Room Stages, USA

Skanderborg Festival 2007
with Snoop Dogg, Peter

Gabriel, Status Quo... Denmark

Gigt D'Alessio “Made in lraly”
European Tour

O Rappa, Chiclete com
Banana, Ivete Sangalo
Brazilian Tour

Brooks & Dunn
Australian Tour

of the experience plays its role in
customer satisfaction. So when it
came to ensuring that the sound
system was on a par with the
restaurant’s design and service, it
turned to Nick Stephens at Nexus
Technologies to specify then install
a suitable system.

At the heart of the Toroko
experience is classic minimalist
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Japanese designh - as impressive
as it is beautiful, but a very difficult
setting to blend a sound system.
‘We understood from the beginning
that the whole installation had to
be in harmony, not only acoustically
but aesthetically as well,” Nick
Stephens says. ‘We chose Amina
speakers as we knew that a zero
visual footprint was what the client

wanted. What we didn't realise at
that stage was that there were the
other advantages too.’

To create the ambience and deliver
atmospheric audio throughout the
restaurant, Nexus Technologies
created a six-zone system and then
located 35 30W invisible Amina
plaster In-wall loudspeakers in the
ceiling to service these zones. As
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Preparing robatayaki

The restaurant’s dining ‘pods’

Stylish throughout - the bar

fittings are reduced, making the
system suitable for areas with hard
surfaces. ‘One of the benefits that
really stands out is that it is almost
impossible to tell where the sound
is coming from,” says Mr Stephens.
‘It appears to be coming from
everywhere, but nowhere at the
same time. It is quite apparent that
this characteristic also serves to
reduce protlems related to acoustic
reflections within the space.’

The diffuse characteristic also
offers the installer more leeway.
While positioning traditional
speakers nas to be carefully
considerec. and precise location
required i uce hot and cold
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being less relevant. This solves

a multitude of issues, especially
where design features or support
utilities may confiict with an exact
location, The loudspeakers are
suited to voice reproduction as
well as BGM, and the system has
a Ross EAS-7560 emergency alert
audio message insertion system
installed, which provides switching
for a fire message.

‘Installation was a breeze, in
fact all the holes were cut one
day, and all the speakers installed
the next,” Mr Stephens reports.
‘My confidence in specifying this
product for future johs is certainly
reinforced and | am delighted to
have such a high quality showcase
of the product here in Hong Kong.’
www.tokoro.com.hk
www.amina.co.uk
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