


With architects and sound instal lers often at odds over interior design, Hong Kong's
Toroko Restaurant adopted an ' invisible' approach to i ts sound system. Tim Goodyer reportr

NEW TO IHE EXCLUSIVE
Langham Place Hotel in Hong
Kong's resurgent Mongkok distr ict
is the Toroko Restaurant. The l ively
venue offers robatayaki gri l l ,  sushi
and other authentic Japanese
cuisine in a very modern and styl ish

sett ing. Committed to the highest
standards, the Toroko management
recognise that each and every Part

of the experience plays its role in
customer satisfact ion. So when i t
came to ensuring that the sound
system was on a par with the
restaurant s design and service. i t
turned to Nick Stephens at Nexus
Technologies to specify then instal l
a suitable system.
At the heart of the Toroko

experience is classic minimalist

Japanese design - as impressive
as i t  is beauti ful,  but a very dif f icult
sett ing to blend a sound system.
'We understood from the beginning
that the whole instal lat ion had to
be in harmony, not only acoustical ly
but aesthetical ly as well , '  Nick
Stephens says. 'We chose Amina
speakers as we knew that a zero
visual footprint was what the cl ient

wanted. What we didn't  real ise at
that stage was that there were the
other advantages too.'
To create the ambience and del iver

atmospheric audio throughout the
restaurant, Nexus Technologies
created a six-zone system and then
located 35 30W invisible Amina
plaster In-wall  loudspeakers in the
cei l ing to service these zones. As
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Stylish thloughout - the bar

f i t t ings are reduced, making the
system suitable for areas with hard
surfaces. 'One of the benefi ts that
real ly stands out is that i t  is almost
impossible to tel l  where the sound
is coming from,' says Mr Stephens.
' l t  appears to be coming from
everpvhere, but nowhere at the
same t ime l t  is quite apparent that
this characterist ic also serves to
reduce problems related to acoustic
ref lectrons wlthln the space. '
The dif fuse characterist ic also

offers the instal ler more leeway.
Whi le  pos  t  on ing  t rad i t iona l
c n a r L o r c  . : <  + ^  h c  n a r o f r r l l v

. n . c i ; c r t r -  : - !  a . a .  q F  I n . a t i O n

r e n r  r i , e eI  v Y v !  !  v

-  - .  - - . l -  ^ i l  ^ ^ ^ ^ t , ^ . ^

offer rrcr: = 3r, : :_', They can

be reac _,  
-s: :  - -c n the cei l ing

o r  \  a l  , ,  ' . '  - . '  -  : ' a  -  se  l oca t i on

being less relevant. This solves
a mult i tude of issues, especial ly
where design features or support
ut i l i t ies may confl ict with an exact
location The loudspeakers are
suited to voice reproduction as
well  as BGM. and the system has
a Ross EAS-7560 emergency alert
audio message insert ion system
instal led, which provides switching
for a fire message

' lnstal lat ion was a breeze, in
fact al l  the holes were cut one
day, and al l  the speakers instal led
the next, '  Mr Stephens reports.
'My confidence in specifying this
product for future jobs is certainly
reinforced and I am del ighted to
have such a high quali ty showcase
of the product here in Hong Kong '

www.tokolo.com.hk
www.amina.co.uk
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